
Sea of Echoes Common Core Curriculum: Grades K-5 

The following is a complete language arts curriculum for grades K-5 with Reading Standards for 
Literature, Writing Standards for Fiction, and Speaking and Listening Skills. 

 

• Reading Standards for Literature: Key Ideas and Details  

RS1 Kindergartners: What is Sea of Echoes about? 

RS2 Kindergartners: How does Finn get started on his journey with the orphans? 

RS3 Kindergartners: Who are the members of the orphan pod, and how does each one have his or 
her own personality? 

RS1 Grade 1 Students: What is Sea of Echoes about? 

RS2 Grade 1 Students: What lesson can be learned from Finn’s story? 

RS3 Grade 1 Students: Describe the character of each whale in Sea of Echoes. 

RS1 Grade 2 Students: Where does Sea of Echoes take place?  How can you tell this from the text 
and the illustrations? 

RS2 Grade 2 Students: What is the moral of Sea of Echoes? 

RS3 Grade 2 Students: How do Finn and Cea and the other whales respond to the threat of the 
whale hunters? 

RS1 Grade 3 Students: What is meant by “the symphony of the sea” in the second paragraph of 
chapter 1? 

RS2 Grade 3 Students: What is the central message of Sea of Echoes and how is that conveyed 
through the text? 

RS3 Grade 3 Students: What are the traits that make each whale in Sea of Echoes different and how 
do their actions contribute to the outcome of the story? 

RS1 Grade 4 Students: What can you infer about how Finn feels about the other creatures that dwell 
in the sea with him? Give reasons from the text to support your answer. 

RS2 Grade 4 Students: What is the theme of Sea of Echoes? What details in the story help you 
determine this? 

RS3 Grade 4 Students: Read the first line of chapter 1.  How do you think Finn feels about this? What 
details in the text tell you this? 

RS1 Grade 5 Students: Explain how Finn feels about the other creatures that dwell in the sea with 
him.  Quote from the text to support your answer. 



RS2 Grade 5 Students: How do the whales respond to the challenges of escaping the hunters?  How 
does this help you to determine the theme of Sea of Echoes? 

RS3 Grade 5 Students: How does Cea’s role in the whale pod differ from that of Finn’s? How do the 
two of them interact? Explain with examples.    

 

• Reading Standards for Literature: Craft and Structure 

RS4 Kindergartners: What is “breaching” and “spy-hopping”? 

RS5 Kindergartners: What makes Sea of Echoes a storybook, rather than a book of poetry? 

RS6 Kindergartners: Who is the author and who is the illustrator of Sea of Echoes?  Define the role of 
each in telling the story. 

RS4 Grade 1: Read the passage about the cormorants.  Imagine you are there with Finn as these 
birds dive into the water.  What do you see, hear, and feel? 

RS5 Grade 1: Explain how a non-fiction book about whales would present different information from 
this storybook. 

RS6 Grade 1: Who is the narrator of Sea of Echoes? 

RS4 Grade 2: In the sentence “Finn was feeding and growing and playing and traveling”, how does 
the use of the four gerunds supply rhythm and meaning to the sentence? 

RS5 Grade 2: Describe how the Finn’s sense of being part of a family both begins and ends Sea of 
Echoes. 

RS6 Grade 2: Explain how the younger whales in the pod have a different point of view from Finn 
and Cea, especially regarding the dangers from the hunters. 

RS4 Grade 3: In the passages about the jellyfish, the cormorants, and the dolphins, determine which 
words and phrases convey literal language, and which convey nonliteral language. 

RS5 Grade 3: Describe how each chapter of Sea of Echoes builds successively on the one before it. 

RS6 Grade 3: Discuss which character’s point of view you most identify with in Sea of Echoes. Explain 
why.  

RS4 Grade 4: The story mentions that Finn and the pod “journeyed together from pole to equator”.  
Identify these locations on a globe or a map.  Explain what is meant by the phrase “from pole to 
equator” and determine their relation to each other. 

RS5 Grade 4: What elements of drama are shared with prose stories such as Sea of Echoes? Explain 
with examples. 



RS6 Grade 4: What makes Sea of Echoes a third person narrative?  How would the story be different 
if it were told in first person point of view? Would the story be more realistic or less realistic if it 
were told in Finn’s first person point of view? Explain. 

RS4 Grade 5: In the passage about the dolphins “herding the [herring] into whirlwinds of revolving, 
silvery morsels”, determine the meaning of the metaphor.  How could you change the comparison 
into a simile?  Which would be more effective? Explain. 

RS5 Grade 5: Explain how the chapters of Sea of Echoes fit together to provide the overall structure 
of the story. 

RS6 Grade 6: Explain how the use of third person point of view influences the way the events are 
described in each chapter of Sea of Echoes. 

  

• Reading Standards for Literature: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

RS7 Kindergartners: Describe the moments in the story depicted by the illustrations on the front and 
back cover of Sea of Echoes. 

RS8 Kindergartners: (Not applicable to literature) 

RS9 Kindergartners: Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of Finn and his family in 
the orphan pod with characters in another story about family that you’ve read.  

RS7 Grade 1: Use the illustrations in Sea of Echoes to describe the characters, setting, and events in 
the story. 

RS8 Grade 1: (Not applicable to literature) 

RS9 Grade 1: Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of Finn and his family in the 
orphan pod with characters in another story about family that you’ve read. 

RS7 Grade 2: Use the illustrations to demonstrate understanding of the characters, setting, and plot 
in the book Sea of Echoes. 

RS8 Grade 2: (Not applicable to literature) 

RS9 Grade 2: Compare and contrast another version of a story about whales with the story of Finn. 

RS7 Grade 3: Explain how the illustrations in Sea of Echoes help to create mood and to emphasize 
the aspects of the characters and setting. 

RS8 Grade 3: (Not applicable to literature) 

RS9 Grade 3: Compare the illustrations in books such as Felicity the Dragon, Dan the Biggest Dump 
Truck, or other books illustrated by Ruthie Briggs Greenberg.  Compare and contrast the 
appearances and actions of the illustrated characters in these books with that of the whales in Sea of 
Echoes. 



RS7 Grade 4: Make connections between the text and the illustrations in Sea of Echoes, identifying 
where each illustration reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text. 

RS8 Grade 4: (Not applicable to literature) 

RS9 Grade 4: Compare and contrast the theme in Sea of Echoes of forming a new family with that of 
other stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures that you have read. 

RS7 Grade 5: Analyze the way in which the illustrations in Sea of Echoes contribute to the meaning, 
tone, or beauty of this story book. 

RS8 Grade 5: (Not applicable to literature) 

RS9 Grade 5: Compare and contrast other animal stories you have read with the theme and topics of 
the story book Sea of Echoes. 

 

• Writing Standards: Text Types and Purposes 

WS1 Kindergartners: Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing, compose an opinion 
piece that tells the reader the name and topic of the story book Sea of Echoes and states an opinion 
or preference about the topic or book. 

WS2 Kindergartners: Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing, compose informative or 
explanatory texts that identify by name the story book Sea of Echoes and supply some information 
about what was learned about whales from the book. 

WS3 Kindergartners: Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing, narrate the events of 
the story book Sea of Echoes in the order in which they occurred and provide a reaction to what 
happened. 

WS1 Grade 1:  Write an opinion piece that introduces the topic and name of the story book Sea of 
Echoes, states an opinion, supplies a reason for this opinion, and provides some sort of closure. 

WS2 Grade 1: Write an informative or explanatory piece about fin or blue whales, supply some facts 
about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

WS3 Grade 1: Write a narrative that recounts two or more appropriately sequenced events from the 
story book Sea of Echoes, includes some details regarding what happened, uses some temporal 
words to signal event order, and provides some sense of closure. 

WS1 Grade 2: Write an opinion piece about the story book Sea of Echoes that introduces the topic 
and title of the book, states an opinion, supplies reasons that support the opinion, uses linking words 
(e.g. “because”, “and”, “also”) to connect opinion and reasons, and provides a concluding statement 
or section. 

WS2 Grade 2: Write an informative or explanatory text that introduces a topic about whales, uses 
facts and definitions to develop points, and provides a concluding statement or section. 



WS3 Grade 2: Write a narrative recounting your own whale stories, each as a well-elaborated 
sequence of events; include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words 
to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

WS1 Grade 3: Write an opinion piece about the story book Sea of Echoes, supporting a point of view 
with reasons. 

a. Introduce the topic and text, state an opinion about the story book Sea of Echoes, and create 
an organizational structure that lists reasons.  

b. Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g. “because”, “therefore”, “since”, “for example”) to 

connect opinions and reasons. 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section.   

 
WS2 Grade 3: Write informative and explanatory texts to examine a topic about whales and to 
convey ideas and information clearly. 
 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together, including illustrations when useful 
to aid comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g. “also”, “another”, “and”, “more”, “but”) to connect 

ideas within categories of information. 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

WS3 Grade 3: Write narratives to develop your own whale story using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and 
events or show the responses of characters to situations. 

c. Use temporal words or phrases to signal event order. 
d. Provide a sense of closure. 

WS1 Grade 4: Write an opinion piece on the story book Sea of Echoes, supporting a point of view 
with reasons and information. 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in 
which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
c. Link opinions and reasons using words and phrases (e.g. “for instance”, “in order to”, “in 

addition”). 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

WS2 Grade 4: Write informative and explanatory texts to examine a topic about whales and to 
convey ideas and information clearly. 



a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include 
formatting (e.g. headings). 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g. “another”, “for 
example”, “also”, “because”). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation 

presented. 

WS3 Grade 4: Write narratives to develop a whale story using effective techniques, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 
characters to situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 
d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 

precisely. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

WS1 Grade 5: Write opinion pieces on the topic of whales and the story book Sea of Echoes, 
supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 

a. Introduce the topic and text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure 
in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
c. Link opinions and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g. “consequently”, 

“specifically”). 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

WS2 Grade 5: Write informative and explanatory texts to examine the topic of whales and convey 
ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related 
information logically; include formatting (e.g. headings), illustrations, and multimedia when 
useful in aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g. 
“in contrast”, “especially”). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation 

presented. 



WS3 Grade 5: Write narratives to develop a whale story using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences 
and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 
d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 

precisely. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

 

• Writing Standards: Production and Distribution of Writing 

WS4 Kindergartners: (Begins in grade 3) 

WS5 Kindergartners: With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions 
from peers about whales or other sea life, adding details to strengthen your writing as needed. 

WS6 Kindergartners: With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to 
produce and publish writing about whales or other sea life. You may do this alone or in collaboration 
with peers. 

WS4 Grade 1: (Begins in grade 3) 

WS5 Grade 1: With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic concerning whales or other 
sea life and respond to questions and suggestions from peers, adding details to strengthen your 
writing as needed. 

WS6 Grade 1: With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce 
and publish writing about whales or other sea life. You may do this alone or in collaboration with 
peers. 

WS4 Grade 2: (Begins in grade 3) 

WS5 Grade 2: With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic concerning whales 
or other sea life. Use revision and editing techniques to strengthen your writing as needed. 

WS6 Grade 2: With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce 
and publish writing about whales or other sea life. You may do this alone or in collaboration with 
peers. 

WS4 Grade 3: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing about whales or other sea life 
in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above). 

WS5 Grade 3: With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
about whales or other sea life as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions 



should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 3 on page 29 of 
the Common Core Standards website).  

WS6 Grade 3: With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish 
writing about whales or other sea life (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others. 

WS4 Grade 4: Produce clear and coherent writing about whales or other sea life in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above). 

WS5 Grade 4: With guidance and support from adults, develop and strengthen writing about whales 
or other sea life as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4 on page 29 of the 
Common Core Standards website). 

WS6 Grade 4: With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the internet, 
to produce and publish writing about whales or other sea life as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page 
in a single sitting. 

WS4 Grade 5: Produce clear and coherent writing about whales or other sea life in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above). 

WS5 Grade 5: With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
about whales or other sea life as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to 
and including grade 5 on page 29 of the Common Core Standards website). 

WS6 Grade 5: With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the internet, 
to produce and publish writing about whales or other sea life as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages 
in a single sitting. 

 

• Writing Standards: Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

WS7 Kindergartners: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g. explore a number of 
books about whales or other sea life and express opinions about them). 

WS8 Kindergartners: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided sources to answer questions about whales or other sea life. 

WS9 Kindergartners: (Begins in grade 4) 

WS7 Grade 1: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g. explore a number of “how-to” 
books about protecting and saving ocean life and use them to write a sequence of instructions). 



WS8 Grade 1: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a question about whales or other sea life. 

WS9 Grade 1: (Begins in grade 4) 

WS7 Grade 2: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g. read a number of books on 
whales or other sea life to produce a report; record science observations about aquatic life). 

WS8 Grade 2: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to 
answer questions about whales or other sea life. 

WS9 Grade 2: (Begins in grade 4) 

WS7 Grade 3: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about whales or other sea life. 

WS8 Grade 3: Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital 
sources about whales or other sea life; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 
categories. 

WS9 Grade 3: (Begins in grade 4) 

WS7 Grade 4: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of whales or other sea life. 

WS8 Grade 4: Recall relevant information about whales or other sea life from experiences or gather 
relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and 
provide a list of sources. 

WS9 Grade 4: Draw evidence from Sea of Echoes to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to Sea of Echoes (e.g. “Describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific detail in the text {e.g. a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions}.”). 

b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts about whales or other sea life (e.g. 
“Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

WS7 Grade 5: Conduct a short research project about whales or other sea life that uses several 
sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

WS8 Grade 5: Recall relevant information about whales or other sea life from experiences or gather 
relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes 
and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 

WS9 Grade 5: Draw evidence from Sea of Echoes or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to Sea of Echoes (e.g. compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
{e.g. how characters interact}”). 



b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts about whales or other sea life (e.g. 
“Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence support which point{s}”). 

 

• Writing Standards: Range of Writing 

WS10 Kindergartners: (Begins in Grade 3) 

WS10 Grade 1: (Begins in Grade 3) 

WS10 Grade 2: (Begins in Grade 3) 

WS10 Grade 3: Write routinely about whales or other sea life over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-related tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

WS10 Grade 4: Write routinely about whales or other sea life over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

WS10 Grade 5: Write routinely about whales or other sea life over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

• Speaking and Listening: Comprehension and Collaboration 

SL1 Kindergartners: In small or larger groups, participate in collaborative conversations with peers 
and adults about Sea of Echoes. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussion (e.g. listening to others and taking turns speaking 
about the topics and text under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

SL2 Kindergartners: Confirm understanding of Sea of Echoes read aloud by asking and answering 
questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood. 

SL3 Kindergartners: Ask and answer questions about Sea of Echoes in order to seek help, get 
information, or clarify something that is not understood. 

SL1 Grade 1:  In small or larger groups, participate in collaborative conversations with peers and 
adults about whales or other sea life and Sea of Echoes. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g. listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topic and text under discussion). 

b. Build on conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple 
exchanges. 



c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and text under discussion. 

SL2 Grade 1: Ask and answer questions about key details in Sea of Echoes read aloud. 

SL3 Grade 1: Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is not understood. 

SL1 Grade 2: In small or larger groups, participate in collaborative conversations with peers and 
adults about Sea of Echoes. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g. gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening 
to others with care, speaking one at a time about Sea of Echoes). 

b. Build on conversations by linking comments to the remarks of others. 
c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and text under 

discussion. 

SL2 Grade 2: Recount or describe key ideas or details from Sea of Echoes read aloud. 

SL3 Grade 2: Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, 
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of whales or other sea life. 

SL1 Grade 3: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners about Sea of Echoes, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
your own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied Sea of Echoes, explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g. gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening 
to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

c. Ask questions to check understanding of Sea of Echoes, stay on topic, and link comments to 
the remarks of others. 

d. Explain others’ ideas and understanding of Sea of Echoes in light of the discussion. 

SL2 Grade 3: Determine the main ideas and supporting ideas of Sea of Echoes read aloud. 

SL3 Grade 3: Ask and answer questions from a speaker about whales or other sea life, offering 
appropriate elaboration or details. 

SL1 Grade 4: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on Sea of Echoes, building on others’ ideas and expressing your 
own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied Sea of Echoes, and explicitly draw on 
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make 

comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 



d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of 
the discussion. 

SL2 Grade 4: Paraphrase portions of Sea of Echoes read aloud. 

SL3 Grade 4: Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points about 
whales or other sea life. 

SL1 Grade 5: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on Sea of Echoes, building on the ideas of others and expressing 
your own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared and having read or studied Sea of Echoes; explicitly draw on 
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions, making comments that contribute to the discussion 

and elaborate on the remarks of others. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of the information and 

knowledge gained from the discussions. 

SL2 Grade 5: Summarize Sea of Echoes read aloud. 

SL3 Grade 5: Summarize the key points a speaker makes about whales or other sea life and explain 
how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. 

 

• Speaking and Listening Standards: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

SL4 Kindergartners: Describe characters, settings, and incidents from Sea of Echoes and, with 
prompting and support, provide additional detail. 

SL5 Kindergartners: Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions of characters, settings, and 
incidents from Sea of Echoes to provide additional detail. 

SL6 Kindergartners: Speak audibly and express clearly thoughts, feelings, and ideas about Sea of 
Echoes.  

SL4 Grade 1: Describe characters, places, things, and events from Sea of Echoes with relevant details, 
expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 

SL5 Grade 1: Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions of characters, settings, and 
incidents from Sea of Echoes to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

SL6 Grade 1: Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation regarding Sea of 
Echoes. (See Grade 1 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 26 of the Common Core Curriculum 
website for specific expectations). 



SL4 Grade 2: Tell a story or recount an incident from Sea of Echoes with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly and in complete sentences. 

SL5 Grade 2: Create audio recordings of Sea of Echoes as well as drawings or other visual displays 
when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

SL6 Grade 2: Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 
requested detail or clarification regarding Sea of Echoes. (See grade 2 Language standards 1 and 3 on 
page 26 of the Common Core Curriculum website). 

SL4 Grade 3: Report on whales or other sea life, or on Sea of Echoes, with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive detail, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL5 Grade 3: Create engaging audio recordings of Sea of Echoes that demonstrate fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or 
details. 

SL6 Grade 3: Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to 
provide requested detail or clarification regarding Sea of Echoes. (See grade 3 Language standards 1 
and 3 on page 28 of the Common Core Curriculum website for specific expectations). 

SL4 Grade 4: Report on whales or other sea life, or on Sea of Echoes, using appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable 
pace. 

SL5 Grade 4: Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance 
the development of the main ideas and themes of Sea of Echoes. 

SL6 Grade 4: In discussing Sea of Echoes, differentiate between situations that call for formal English 
(e.g. presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g. small-group 
discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 Language 
standards 1 on page 28 of the Common Core Curriculum website for specific expectations). 

SL4 Grade 5: Report on whales or other sea life, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace.  

SL5 Grade 5: Include multimedia components (e.g. graphics, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes of Sea of 
Echoes. 

SL6 Grade 5: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate 
to task and situation. (See grade 5 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 28 of the Common Core 
Curriculum webpage for specific expectations). 

 

 

 


