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The Figures 
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The wedge-shaped lines of cuneiform, the writing of ancient 
Mesopotamia, scrawl over the sculpture of an Assyrian. 



The hieroglyphics 
(pictogram writing) 
of the ancient 
Egyptians decorates 
the wall of a temple.  

Shutterstock 



This head of Nefertiti, the wife of 
Ahkenaton, rests on a swanlike 
neck in this sculpture.  

Shutterstock 



The mysterious, massive blocks of Stonehenge rise 
from a meadow in the south of England.  



The Romans take plunder from the Jerusalem Temple (most 
notably the menorah) and commemorate their victory on the 
Arch of Titus in the forum. 



The remains of 
the Temple of 
the Olympian 
Zeus, with the 
Parthenon on 
the Acropolis of 
Athens looming 
beyond.  



The theater outside the Greek city of Miletus 
in Ionia lies poised for the next performance 
more than a thousand years after its last.  



Light shining 
through the oculus 
of the dome of the 
Pantheon in Rome. 
Into this temple 
the Romans 
welcomed all the 
gods worshiped in 
the empire. 



Roman civilization relied on clean, fresh water, here 
brought into Segovia in Spain by a tall aqueduct.  



Trajan’s Column 
presents the 
victorious 
Romans holding 
up heads of 
their the 
Dacians for their 
emperor.  



The casts of Romans 
who died in the 
eruption of the 
volcano Vesuvius 
near Pompeii show 
their huddled 
attempt to survive.  



A graffito of an 
early priest 
shows him 
standing behind 
an altar, his arms 
raised in prayer 
(and perhaps the 
presence of the 
holy spirit in the 
form of a bird).  



Statues of four Roman 
emperors, two augusti 
and two caesari, cling 
to one another as 
they try and hold the 
empire together.  



The colossal face of 
Emperor Constantine 
stares into the future.  



Justinian’s Hagia Sophia, the Church of Holy Wisdom, rose over 
Constantinople at the emperor’s command. The minarets were 
added later, when it was converted into a mosque after the fall of 
the Byzantine Empire in 1453. Today it is secularized as a museum.  



The square block of an early castle dominates the town of 
Loches in France.  



This sculpture in 
Magdeburg Cathedral of 
the ancient martyr and 
saint Maurice portrays the 
saint as a black African in 
twelfth-century armor. The 
Church thus identified 
Christian values with 
knighthood, regardless of 
ethnicity.  



William “the 
Conqueror” started 
building the castle, 
the White Tower of 
the Tower of London, 
after his conquest of 
England.  



This sculpture of the 
sin of temptation on 
Strasbourg Cathedral 
warns about what lies 
behind a pretty face: 
poisonous snakes and 
toads.  



A Croatian King of the 
11th Century, a 
contemporary of Emperor 
Henry IV. If this was King 
Zvonimir, he may have 
given obedience of his 
Church to the authority of 
Pope Gregory VII. Yet the 
portrait shows someone 
prostrate at his feet, 
submitting to royal power. 



The blocky Romanesque Abbey of Maria Laach sits squarely 
on the earth, while its towers point to heaven.  



The bright nave of the 
Romanesque Abbey of 
St. Godehard in 
Hildesheim illuminates 
the decorated paneled 
ceiling.  



The outside of the Gothic choir of the St. Vitus Cathedral in 
Prague highlights the flying buttresses reaching toward heaven.  



The high 
Gothic nave of 
Canterbury 
Cathedral 
opens a sacred 
space.  



This woodcut from a legal handbook (ca. 1500) shows the various punishments 
monarchs inflicted on criminals. Top row: cutting off an ear, preparation for 
dunking, disembowelment, burning alive at the stake, hanging. Bottom row: 
flaying, beheading, breaking with the wheel, cutting off a hand.  

Courtesy of the University of Pennsylvania 



The Blue Mosque dominating the skyline of Istanbul 
reflects the glory of the Ottoman Empire around 1600.  



The Renaissance dome of Florence’s medieval cathedral 
dominates the skyline.  



In this selection from his 
fresco the School of Athens 
in the Vatican, Raphael 
portrays Leonardo da Vinci 
as Plato in the center left 
and Michelangelo as the 
architect leaning on the 
block in the foreground. The 
majestic setting and the 
many other great thinkers 
from classical antiquity 
reflect the Renaissance 
fascination with Greece and 
Rome. 

Art Resource 



King Philip II of Spain often retreated to the 
gray abbey of El Escorial, which served also as 
a second palace away from Madrid.  



A seventeenth-
century scientist 
armed with a 
sword examines a 
barometer.  

Treasures of the NOAA 
Library Collection 



A modern statue honors Tsar Peter “the Great” of Russia 
(and his wild-eyed horse). 

Courtesy of the University of Pennsylvania 



In the manner of the 
Enlightenment, reason 
applied even to torture. A 
legal handbook written for 
Maria Theresa shows the 
most efficient means of 
questioning someone, using 
a ladder for torture. She 
outlawed such methods 
soon after. 



As a typical absolute monarch, Maria Theresa had a new 
palace, Schönbrunn, built for herself outside Vienna. 



The “VOC” of the 
Dutch East India 
Company 
(Vereenigde Oost-
Indische Compagnie) 
marks a cannon with 
which the 
Netherlands took 
over trade in the East 
Indies.  



A massive coal 
breaker looms 
over an 
industrial 
wasteland. 
Inside, the coal 
from deep 
underground 
was broken 
down into 
smaller sizes for 
transport.  

Courtesy of the Luzerne County Historical Society 



Steam engines on 
railways (with 
windmills to pump 
water from far 
underground to store 
in a tank) enabled 
expansion across the 
American continent by 
the mid-nineteenth 
century.  

Treasures of the NOAA Library Collection 



The British Parliament buildings were built during 
the nineteenth century in a Romantic style imitating 
Gothic architecture.  

Nicole Mares  



This sign from a Pennsylvania coal mine illustrates the diversity of nationalities 
brought to build America’s industry.  

Courtesy the Luzerne County Historical Society 



These boys 
worked in and 
around the coal 
mines rather than 
going to school. 
Note that one is 
missing an arm, 
probably from an 
industrial 
accident.  

Courtesy the Luzerne 
County Historical Society 



The Europeans claimed to bring education and civilization, as in this 
German school in the colony of Southwest Africa (modern-day Namibia). 
At the same time as African children were being educated, German troops 
were waging a war of extermination against whole tribes.  

Art Resource 



This cartoon 
shows a British 
soldier, with a 
Turk at his feet, 
claiming to be the 
protector of 
Egypt. No 
Egyptians are 
seen, only the 
Sphinx and 
pyramids in the 
distance.  

Art Resource 



New York. A 
construction 
worker on a 
skyscraper in New 
York admires the 
nighttime skyline.  

National Archives and Records Administration 



A poster from the 
Soviet Congress of 
1934 celebrates 
the revolution, 
Lenin, Stalin, and 
the modernization 
of Russia.  

Art Resource 



The Valley of the Fallen. 
Franco’s fascist 
memorial to the dead of 
the Spanish Civil War 
was built with the forced 
labor of the republican 
and socialist defeated. 
Disagreements between 
supporters of the left 
and right or nationalism 
and regionalism about 
whether the monument 
memorializes fascism 
too much continue to 
disturb politics in Spain.  



This editorial cartoon, 
“Dog-gone it!,” illustrates 
the dangers of unforeseen 
consequences.  Germany 
did send the dog of 
revolution, namely the 
Bolshevik Lenin, to Russia. 
The Russian Revolution 
took that country out of 
the war, but the dog of 
revolution can go 
anywhere. After World 
War I numerous 
revolutionary attempts 
broke out in Germany and 
elsewhere.  

National Archives and Records Administration 



Railroads brought acres of cows to the stockyards in 
Chicago (here in 1947) where workers slaughtered meat 
for America. Better truck transportation would soon 
allow owners to move these sites outside of cities to 
rural areas.  

National Archives and 
Records Association 



The sign at 
Checkpoint 
Charlie in divided 
Berlin, where 
people could 
pass through the 
Iron Curtain, 
offers only a mild 
warning.  



The statues of 
communist 
founders Marx 
and Engels 
were relegated 
to a museum 
after the Cold 
War.  



The Atomium built 
for the 1958 
World’s Fair in 
Brussels now 
dominates a park 
celebrating the 
European Union, 
with models of 
cultural icons from 
all over Europe 



A sign by peacekeepers 
of the United Nations 
marks the division of 
Cyprus.  



In 1979, a photographer captured the moment when Soviet Premier Leonid Brezhnev embraced 
East German President Erich Honecker in a “socialist fraternal kiss.” After the Berlin Wall fell ten 
years later, artists arrived to decorate some of its remnants with works of art. Russian Dmitri 
Vrubel recreated the kiss, with the title in Russian and German “My God, help me to survive this 
deadly love.” In 2009, twenty years after the fall, the wall remnant was cleaned, repaired, and 
repainted to be a more durable “gallery.” The kiss painting survives today, covered with graffiti 
and blocked behind parked cars--somewhat symbolic of ambivalence in the West. 



The Diagrams 



After throwing out the Etruscan kings, the Romans first established the Republic. Representatives of the people worked 
through various governing institutions, calling on a dictator only in case of emergency. Under the Principate, the emperor’s 
power worked through surviving republican institutions. With the Dominate, the overwhelming power of the emperor 
reduced participatory citizens to obedient subjects.  

The Three Phases of Roman Government  



Based on their observations and perspectives, ancient Greek philosophers 
had first proposed these theories for the structure of the universe.  

Geocentric vs. Heliocentric Theory 



Even though the First 
Estate of the clergy and 
the Second Estate of the 
nobility had a tiny 
proportion of the 
population (the small 
boxes as compared to the 
huge box of the Third 
Estate), each had about 
an equal number of 
representatives. Since 
each estate voted as a 
unit, the first two could 
always easily outvote the 
third. The quarrel over 
voting by estate versus by 
representative paralyzed 
the Estates-General.  



The dialectic, dating back to 
Aristotle, combines two pieces of 
information to create a third. The 
German philosopher Hegel applied 
the process to the history of ideas, 
suggesting that a dominant ideology 
(a thesis) provoked its opposite (an 
antithesis) and the two clashed to 
combine into a new synthesis. That 
synthesis thus became the new 
thesis, which generated its 
antithesis, continuing the process 
through history. Marx applied the 
concept to the classes that 
controlled the means of production. 
He predicted that the current 
situation, capitalists against the 
workers, would lead to a new utopia 
of communism and the end of 
history.  



The national 
unifications of Italy 
and Germany in 
the Nineteenth 
Century share 
similar 
developments and 
certain wars. 



Before the Blitzkrieg-style warfare begins, black and striped military units 
face each other across a border.  

Blitzkrieg Phase 1 



Blitzkreig Phase 2 

As attacking black ground forces advance, black’s bombers strike far behind the lines to 
break up enemy units, disrupt lines of transportation and communication, and even bomb 
civilians in the cities, causing panic and confusion.  



Blitzkreig Phase 3 

Attacking black tank forces both confront enemy forces and go around them cross-country. 
Small commando units seize or build river crossings to enable larger armies to cross.  



Blitzkreig Phase 4 

Aerial bombing, artillery shelling, and flanking and encirclement by black armies have 
fragmented the defending striped forces. Infantry mops up the remains.  



This comparison and contrast between the United 
States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics notes how they represented different 
aspects of the Western heritage which competed for 
people’s allegiance during the Cold War. 



Economic Theories of Capitalism 
 
To summarize the various proposals dealing 
with the challenges of capitalism, these 
cartoons highlight the alleged role of 
government (the man with the crown) in 
dealing with capital (the bag of $) and contracts 
(the paper): 1. In mercantilism (1600s), the 
government and businessmen work together 
by establishing monopolies to benefit the 
state’s balance of trade; 2. In laissez-faire (early 
1800s), the government takes a hands-off 
approach, allowing the businessmen to make 
money according to enlightened self-interest; 
3. In socialism (late 1800s), the workers 
demand a share of the wealth (at first resisted 
by government and business); 4. In Keynesian 
economics (1930s), the government steps in 
with regulations and capital investment to help 
the economy recover from or to prevent a 
depression; 5. In supply-side or trickle-down 
economics or Reagonomics (1980s), a laissez-
faire approach allows businesses to make their 
own decisions with the expectation that profits 
will spread to government and workers.  



The Maps 
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