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QUESTIONS FOR PARTNERS TO ASK EACH OTHER
What is your full name? Does it have a special meaning?
Where were you born?
What makes you happy?
Have you ever lived in another city? How was it different than this one?
Have you ever lived in another country? How did it differ from yours?
Have you lived in another neighborhood? How was it different than the one you’re in now?
Have you ever moved to another school? What was that like?
How would you describe yourself?
Have you ever had a really interesting or unusual experience?
Have you ever done anything you wish you hadn’t?
What makes you sad?
Have you traveled to other states or countries? Which ones, and why?
What types of books do you read? What’s your favorite? Why?
Tell me about your parents.
Do they have jobs? What do they do?
Tell me about your siblings, or what it’s like to be an only child.
Do you have relatives in another country?
What do you know about your heritage (your ancestors)?
Has anyone in your family ever been very sick or suffered a serious injury?
What makes you worry?
Do you have any pets? Tell me about them. Have you ever lost a pet?
Tell me about your grandparents and great-grandparents.
What was the most exciting thing you’ve ever done?
Do you have any hobbies? Tell me about them.
Are you involved in organized sports? Tell.
Do you take lessons (tennis, chess, swimming, dance)?
What was your all-time favorite school project or lesson?
What do you want to learn more about? Why?

Copyright © 2018 Steve Ford. All rights reserved.

QUESTIONS FOR PARTNERS TO ASK EACH OTHER
How have you changed since you were in kindergarten?
What would you change about your life if you could?
What makes you angry?
Does your family celebrate special events or hold religious ceremonies? Which ones?
Whom do you look up to (admire) in your family? Why?
Do you have a hero or shero? Who? Why?
Why do you like your best friend?
What do you think you are really good at?
Are you proud to be you? Why or why not?
Do you think about what you might want to do when you grow up?
Tell me about the most emotional experiences you’ve had.
Have you learned any important lessons about life?
Have you been disappointed by anyone or anything so far in life?
What are your greatest hopes about the future?
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Who and/or What?______________________________________________

Who and/or What? ____________________________________________

How? ________________________________________________________

How? ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Ripples_______________________________________________________

Ripples ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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GUN CONTROL, A SAMPLE EDITORIAL
Guns are killing us—thousands annually. We must come to grips with the meaning and
spirit of the Second Amendment to the U. S. Constitution, admit that the evolution of weaponry
has raised the stakes in the debate, and consider the possibility that easy access to these terrible
tools of death contributes to the slaughter.
The Second Amendment is, indeed, confusing. We can argue about misplaced commas
and whether or not the framers were granting citizens the right to keep and bear arms even if they
were not members of a militia, but perhaps that would be missing the forest for the trees: The
purpose of the amendment was clearly to allow for the citizenry to form militias, but, since that
right no longer exists, the amendment seems at least ripe for review and possibly irrelevant; in
the meantime, the weaponry just continues to get “better and better.”
The variety of weapons and ammunition that exists today is astounding. The technology
has advanced to the point where we can now buy sophisticated assault rifles, as well as bullets
capable of piercing protective body armor; they’re called “cop killers.” And when we ask why
the general public needs these weapons, gun-rights advocates respond by saying how much fun
they are to shoot and collect, but considering the number of people killed by them it seems like
awfully expensive fun. Perhaps, then, we need to take a closer look at how those gun enthusiasts
who are not collectors, and who do not spend time at the shooting range, obtain these weapons.
Buying a gun in America is easy. They’re available in shops, at gun shows, online, and
on the street—not to mention through private sales. But “responsible gun owners” don’t see a
problem here. Yes, of course they’re responsible, yet they’re willing to fight for the right of
irresponsible persons to buy, sell, and trade weapons with little or no regulation. Why? Because
they’re deathly afraid that regulation of any kind will eventually lead to the banning of all guns,
everywhere. Meanwhile, three-year-old Timmy gets shot to death by his five-year-old brother,
Tommy, because daddy Thomas left his loaded gun on the nightstand. It makes one wonder how
Tommy will feel about stricter gun control laws when he’s a little older.
The gun lobby knows that Americans don’t want to take their Second Amendment rights
away. They, as well as gun owners, must also know that advanced weapon technology has
largely driven the demand for stricter regulation, not so much a hatred of all firearms. At this
point in the debate, the only sensible solution is for the gun lobby to support efforts to keep the
most dangerous weapons out of the wrong hands. We, the people who were granted the right to
bear arms, are the same people who want them regulated—for the common good and for the sake
of future generations.
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Racial preference in school enrollment
Most children are told from the time they are still crawling that race and skin color don’t
matter. If true, a child’s skin color and ancestry should not determine where he or she goes to
school.
Every year the school placement center devotes valuable time deciding where each child
should go to school. This decision depends mostly on two things: where they live and their racial
background. To comply with district regulations each school must have between 49.55 percent to
79.55 percent minority children. Segregation was horrible and completely wrong, but this approach
to integration is not the best solution. Some say it makes our schools fairer for all children, but it
can’t be fair to send a child 20 miles away to a school he never heard of instead of a school only a
quarter mile from his home, where he knows everyone.
Is there anything different about the African-American children and Caucasian children that
makes it important to have an equal balance of the two? Why not then balance boys and girls? The
kids simply want to go to school to laugh, play, and learn. They don’t care if the child sitting next to
them is white, black, red, or green, and if they do that is where the problem is. This is not the way it
should be decided where children will go to school.
Diversity is a wonderful thing. It is all around us in nature and it should be in our schools. But
it is not fair to give one person preference over another because his race fits the requirements. There
are many types of diversity, but we should try to learn from them and celebrate them, not use them
to differentiate.
© 1999 Betsy Ohrn

Originally appearing in “Insights in Ink,” a Minneapolis Star Tribune publication.
Year’s fine as is
Imagine yourself stuck in a hot, stuffy room at school with a demanding teacher in the middle
of July. As you sit at your desk, listening to your teacher drone on and on about things you already
know, you think of your friend in California, having summer vacation playing volleyball by the
beach. Not much fun, is it?
Many school officials think that a longer school year is needed to ensure that Minnesota
students can compete for better and high paying jobs. This is not always true. We do not need
longer school years for Minnesota students to get good jobs. Many students who have graduated
from Minnesota schools have gotten very good jobs with the school year as it is, so there is no need
for prolonged school years. It is not fair for one person to have to work longer and harder than
another for a diploma.
Besides, most Minnesota students would not like a longer school year, so they might not work
as hard during school, making the extra days useless. There are also the costs to consider. Many
schools do not have air conditioners, which are needed for the warmer days of the summer, and
most school districts do not have enough funds to install new air conditioners and pay all the other
costs, like teachers’ salaries and extra school supplies. We should not make the school year longer.
Minnesota students do fine with the current school year.
© 1998 Cheri Li

Originally appearing in “Insights in Ink,” a Minneapolis Star Tribune publication.

© 2000 Kirsten Slungaard Mumma
Originally appearing in “Insights in Ink,” a Minneapolis Star Tribune publication.

© 1999 Justin Evans
Originally appearing in “Insights in Ink,” a Minneapolis Star Tribune publication.

© 1999 Charlie Jones
Originally appearing in “Insights in Ink,” a Minneapolis Star Tribune publication.

SUBJECT
SYNONYMS

Student: __________________________________

4

Teacher: __________________________________
Room: ________

Date: _____________________

Write words that can take the place of your subject. You will use some of these words
as you write your composition or give your speech. Write at least ten words. Then circle
between four and eight that you plan to use. While you are writing, make a check mark
on the number of each word as you use it.
Number 1. singular or plural (circle one)
Subject 2. __________________________________________
Pronoun 3. she she it they (circle one)
Action Verbs
“What does [subject] do?”

Changed to nouns
4. ___________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________
6. ___________________________________________
7. ___________________________________________
8. ___________________________________________

List action verbs in this area.

9. ___________________________________________

Other Nouns 10. ___________________________________________
“What can [subject] be called?”
11. ___________________________________________
12. ___________________________________________
13. ___________________________________________
14. ___________________________________________
Below, first list describers; then list noun synonyms.
(describers ... and ... synonyms)
Adjective-Noun Pairs 15. ___________________________________________
“How can [subject] be described?”
16. ___________________________________________
17. ___________________________________________
18. ___________________________________________
19. ___________________________________________
Adjective

Changed to a noun

20. ___________________________________________
Write an adjective in this area.
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[LEVELS 2 and 3]

5

TOPIC OUTLINE

Student: __________________________________
Teacher: __________________________________
Title: _______________________________ Room: ________ Date: _____________________

Subject: ____________________________

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH: Write the first sentence to introduce your SUBJECT; write the other sentences to
introduce your TOPICS. RULES: 1) Write topics in the order they are listed on this outline. 2) Combine at least two
topics in one of the sentences, but avoid writing a whole sentence about each topic. 3) Write topics in sentences,
but avoid listing topics as items in a series. 4) Write broad ideas, but avoid writing notes that will be in your report.

transition to the next paragraph

Topic

I. _____________________
Subtopic A. ___________________
Subtopic B. ___________________
Subtopic C. ___________________
Subtopic D. ___________________

I. Topic Sentence

1Note #’s

transition to the next paragraph

Topic

II. _____________________
Subtopic A. ___________________
Subtopic B. ___________________
Subtopic C. ___________________
Subtopic D. ___________________

-

II. Topic Sentence

Note #’s

transition to the next paragraph

Topic III. _____________________
Subtopic A. ___________________
Subtopic B. ___________________
Subtopic C. ___________________
Subtopic D. ___________________

-

III. Topic Sentence

Note #’s

transition to the next paragraph

IV. Topic Sentence
Topic IV. _____________________
Subtopic A. ___________________
Note #’s
Subtopic B. ___________________
Subtopic C. ___________________
Subtopic D. ___________________
Topic V and VI. - Write V - VI transitions and topics on the back side or on another form.
CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH: Review your outline’s TOPICS; decide one important point about each. Below, write those
important points in their I, II, III, order [a summary]. End with a punch line for readers to remember [a conclusion].

[LEVEL 3]
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Topic ______________________________ Name________________________________ Period _____

Speaking

Posture

Enunciation

Eye Contact

Content

Hour

Total
/5

/5

/5

/5

/10

/5

/35

Topic ______________________________ Name________________________________ Period _____

Speaking

Posture

Enunciation

Eye Contact

Content

Hour

Total
/5

/5

/5
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/5

/10

/5

/35

EDITORIAL TOPICS
Education:
• Extending the school year and/or school day
• Gender-segregated schools and/or classrooms
• Homework—should we stop requiring it?
• Is standardized testing worth the trouble?
• Should schools arm selected staff members?
• How should teachers be evaluated?
Taxes:
• Tax dollars for private sports teams?
• Should churches have to pay taxes?
• Should the government pay for everyone’s health care?
• Should federal income taxes be the same for everyone, say 10%?
Crime and Punishment:
• Should capital punishment be outlawed?
• Overcrowded prisons: what to do?
• Do we need stricter gun control?
• Should assisted suicide be legal?
Miscellaneous:
• How high should the minimum wage be?
• Zoos—should we have them?
• Should pet cats be allowed to run free?
• Is global warming caused by humans?
• Is contact football on the way out?
• Should the legal voting age be lowered to 16?
• Should the U.S. accept fewer immigrants?

SAMPLE PERSUASIVE ESSAY
Which is More Powerful, Hope or Fear?
Students everywhere see how some of their peers cause others to be fearful of them.
Dictators around the world use fear to keep their citizens under control, and the fear of loss often
threatens our will to go on. We all experience and observe hope and fear every day, but I believe
that hope is the more powerful of these two emotions.
Fear of others can make school life very unpleasant. Physical bullying, of course, is the
prime example, but students can also be hurt by verbal bullying (name-calling, rumormongering,
and cyberbullying). These examples are disheartening, but they aren’t the norm. Fear is
powerful, to be sure, but friends, school officials, and communities are a greater force, and
they’re banding together to raise awareness of the problem, protect victims, and inspire hope;
meanwhile, in the wider world, people experience fear of a different kind.
Out of fear, people in some countries fall silent. They’re afraid to live they way they want
to or speak out against those in power, for fear they’ll be arrested. Government corruption leads
to unfair treatment of certain segments of the population, and religious states dictate policies that
strike fear in the hearts of those (often women) who dare to violate them. Thanks to modern
communications, however, these victims know there are places where people are not
oppressed—places that would welcome them and renew their faith in humanity. But there is
another fear that all of us share, no matter where we live.
Loss can be frightening in a very personal way. The loss of a child can make parents fear
that their marriage might die too, or that they won’t be able to survive the tragedy. A person who
loses his job fears a future with no place to live and little self-confidence. People with major
health issues are often afraid they won’t be able to cover treatment costs, or that they’ll die and
leave their loved ones to pick up the pieces. Fortunately, however, there are support groups,
health-care workers, spiritual leaders, and community members who wrap their arms around
those in need and keep them looking on the bright side.
In school, we are among people with varying attitudes, needs, and behaviors; some bother
us, even threaten to do us harm, causing us to fear them. In the larger world, many live in
constant fear of not being allowed to live their lives freely, and sometimes we have to deal with
loss so heavy that it makes us fear for life itself. Yes, fear is bound to control us at times, but it
should be temporary; often it’s even healthy. But healthy fear is temporary, unlike the blanket of
fear that some people use to smother the hope of others. Hope, however, is a constant, and it will
forever be there for us to cling to.

